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The Bulletin “Gakko Eisei (School Hygiene)”
and Mr. Chomatsu Harada, the Chief Editor

Mitsuko Shimatani

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine the position of the bulletin issued by Gakko Eisei
Kenkyu-kai (the Research Center for School Hygiene), “Gakko Eisei (School Hygiene)”, which was
published between May, 1903 and September, 1905, for the purpose of developing school hygiene in
Japan, in the history of health education on the basis of the viewpoints of Mr. Chomatsu Harada who
was the chief editor of the Bulletin. The main resourse materials used were “Gakko Eisei”, “Nippon
Gakko Eisei (School Hygiene in Japan)”, “Dai-Nippon Shiritsu Eisei-kai Zasshi (Bulletin of the Great
Japan Private Hygiene Association)” and Mr. Harada’s posthumaous works and memorandums. Some
of the findings are: (1) Mr. Harada attended to the first lecture on school hygienics made by Dr.
Michiyoshi Mishima when he was majoring physical sciences at Tokyo Koto Shihan Gakko (Tokyo
Higher Normal School). (2) After graduation he wrote and edited many textbooks and teaching manuals
to be used in schools and served as a principal for several local secondary schools. (3) Having indicated
nominal school physicians system and hygienic illiterasy and non-interestedness among school teachers
and superintendents, he developed joint activities among educators and hygienists, series of lectures on
hygiene and mandatory instruction on higiene in elementary and secondary schools. (4) The two
reasons indicated for the discontinuance of “Gakko Eisei” in the Centennial History of School Health
Education were almost correct. (5) Mr. Harada and his Bulletin gave no little influence on the second
new magazine on school hygiene published in Japan, ‘“Nippon Gakko Eisei (School Hygiene in Japan)”
in its name and managing policy of the editor, Mr. Harunosuke Motozu. It is concluded that today’s
school hygiene has been establised so as to put more emphasis on educational side on the basis of
medicalistic school hygiene in Meiji era with a purpose of fullfilling the needs of healthsupervision.
Therefore, it can be said that Mr. Chomatsu Harada, who developed his original opinion on educational
school hygiene through the bulletin, had foresighted ideas and became a forerunner of school hygiene.
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