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Trends of Studies in Sport Sociology on Soccer

Susumu Sugiyama

Abstract

In this paper the present author tried to clarify the research trends in sport sociology whose
main theme was soccer. Materials used were the total of 32 original papers, in which 19 papers were
written in Japanese and 13 were in English. Each paper was examined and analyzed in terms of its
objects observed, general method applied, area of concerns in sociological study, specific technique
used and groups observed. Following trends were said to be observable.

1. In the Japanese papers it was found that most of the studies approached to their objects in
term of social psychology using questionnaires and that more than half of them treated groups of
players.

2. In the English language papers it was a distinguished feature that four out of 13 papers ap-
plied historical approach, analyzed the relationship between soccer and society/culture, and uesd his-
torical documents as their source materials.

3. In general, it could be said that present sociological studies on soccer might not yet be on a
theory-making stage but still on a data-collecing one; this was especially true in Japan.
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