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Studies on the Shukiku

—— On the Iemoto, the President of Shukiku School ——

by

TorU WATANABE

In ancient era of Japan a few traditional
ball games of which ‘“Shukiku” was the
major one, had been held. The “‘Shukiku”
is a football-like game and it was introdu-
ced to this country from China Mainland
in the 7th century.

In Nara and Heian eras, which belongs
to the 8th century to the 12th century, the
“Shukiku’ was enjoyed by the courts nobles
and it was one of the noble’s necessary
accomplishment.

In the feudal ages, which was ranged
from the late 12th century to the mid-19th
century, the width of Shukiku enjoyment
was expand to Samurai class which consis-
ted of the Shogun, feudal lords and their
vassals and become popular among any com-
mon class. But free development of the
Shukiku was largely checked by the Iemoto of
Shukiku who was the president of school
of Shukiku and the Iemoto system, formed
in the early 13th century, in which the
president controls the play techniques and
organization in this field.

Today it is quite seldom to play the
game,

The purpose of this study:

The author made some investigation
into the system of schools which gave much
influence upon Skukiku in the feudal ages.
Results ;

A) The presidents of three schools of Shu-
kiku, i. e. the Asukai, the Namba, and the
Mikohidari (extinct in the mid-14th cen-
tury) were branches of the Fujiwara which
was most powerfull family among ancient
court nobles.

The presidents of schools were granted
some previleges in this field by the ruller
of the time such as the emperor, the exem-
peror, the Shogun or the like. Sometimes
breachers of previleges were prohibited by
the ruller.

B) These previleges are as follows;

1) To maintain the secret techniques
of Shukiku for generations and instruct the
techniques to their disciples.

2) To grant the license for Shukiku-
play
To expel their diciples from the
field.
3) To grant the licenses of various

kinds of Shukiku costumes and setting up a
Shukiku court.

4) To grant the license of a crown
braid fixing the crown to the head and
being necessary for court ceremonies official
life of court nobles and the upper Samurai
class. It is said that the crown braid was
derived from Shukiku costume.

5) These licenses brought large income
to presidents of schools.



