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Abstract

In the paper the “body™ concept developed by Maurice Merleau-Ponty was evaluated
in terms of the interpretation of its original conceptualization and its possible application
to the construction of a new approach to a theory and practice of physical education.

Materials for evaluation were selected from his original translations in Japanese and
several critical reviews on the Ponty’s theoretical works written by leading authors in this
field.

As the result from this evaluation it might be said that the Ponty’s key concept, such
as “the body being in the world”, “function”, “body schema”, and “the acquisition of
habits being arrangement and renewal of body schema”, could be introduced to the theory
structure of movement education and/or physical education. This possible was tentatively
in the last part of the paper.
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